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Catholic Documents 101 
ATLA 2018 
Resources for Parts 3 and 4 
 
Print: 
  
Denziger’s Enchiridion Symbolorum and Neuner-Dupuis’ The Christian Faith 
Brief description of the purpose and structure of these two collations, with handout 
examples. Explanation of the differences in numbering systems. Instruction in finding 
topics via indexes. 
  
Tanner’s Decrees of the Ecumenical Councils 
Overview of the historical layout of the volumes, with emphasis on the many indexes as 
finding aids. 
  
The Liturgy Documents 
An example of a collection of documents pertaining to Catholic practice, here liturgical. 
Two volumes. Complements The Bible Documents and The Catechetical Documents. 
  
Catechism of the Catholic Church 
Summary of the teachings of the Catholic Church. The second edition is the official 
edition of this document. Also has Compendium, which is question-and-answer in 
format. Complementary items include Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the 
Catholic Church and directories for catechesis. 
  
The Papal Encyclicals and The Papal Pronouncements, ed. Carlen 
Not all documents exist online. These might still help you find where some papal 
documents exist only in print. 
New Catholic Encyclopedia 
Multi-volume set containing information on theology, canon law, biography, and other 
related fields. 2nd edition from 2003 
  
Online: 
  
The Holy See 
For most 20th-century Church and papal documents 
(http://w2.vatican.va/content/vatican/en.html), 
 
  
United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
Show how find the Catechism and other writings from the USCCB 
http://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/index.cfm. 
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Resources for Part 1 
Akin, Jimmy. “What Are Dogma, Doctrine, and Theology?” National Catholic Register. 
September 17, 2012. Accessed June 10, 2018. http://www.ncregister.com/blog/jimmy-
akin/what-are-dogma-doctrine-and-theology. 
Catholic Church. Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2nd ed. Vatican: Libreria Editrice 
Vaticana, 1997. 
———, Dei verbum, November 18, 1965. Accessed June 6, 2018. 
http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-
ii_const_19651118_dei-verbum_en.html . 
———. “Norms regarding the manner of proceeding in discernment of presumed 
apparitions or revelations,” February 25, 1978. Accessed June 6, 2018. 
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_
19780225_norme-apparizioni_en.html. 
Dulles, Avery. The Survival of Dogma. Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, Inc., 
1971. 
 
Resources for Part 2 
Braña, Fernando Ocáriz. “On Adhesion to the Second Vatican Council”. L'Osservatore 
Romano, Dec. 2, 
2011.  http://www.osservatoreromano.va/portal/dt?JSPTabContainer.setSelected=JSPT
abContainer%2FDetail&last=false=&path=/news/religione/2011/278q11-Nel-
cinquantesimo-anniversario-dell-
indizio.html&title=%20%20%20On%20adhesion%20to%20the%20Second%20Vatican
%20Council%20%20%20&locale=en 
 
Catholic University of America. “Papal Documents”. Theology and Religious Studies 
LibGuide. Last updated May 25, 2018. 
http://guides.lib.cua.edu/c.php?g=711409&p=5183780  
Hitchcock, Helen Hull. “The Authority of Church Documents”.  Adoremus Online 
Edition  Vol. VIII, No. 6: September 2002. https://adoremus.org/2002/09/15/the-
authority-of-church-documents/  
Spring Hill College, Department of Theology. “Papal Documents”.  (accessed April 6, 
2018) http://theolibrary.shc.edu/docs.htm 
